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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: BBC PLANS PROGRAM ON MICROWAVE 

LANDING SYSTEM (MLS) 

REF: LONDON 17153 

1 . CIV AIR ATTACHE MAY DRAW ON FOLLOWING MATERIAL FOR 
MEETING WITH BBC REPRESENTATIVES ON OCTOBER 21. 

(MATERIAL KEYED TO QUESTIONS CONTAINED PARA. 2 REFTEL.) 

(A) U.S. BELIEVES SELECTION OF MLS SYSTEM IS MATURE 

FOR DECISION AT ICAO ALL WEATHER OPERATIONS DIVISIONAL 
MEETING SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 1978. TRSB ALREADY RECOMMENDED 
BY ICAO AWO PANEL AS BEST SYSTEM, AND U.S. WILL NATURALLY 
WORK FOR THAT SYSTEM S SELECTION. 

(B) IN U.S. VIEW TRSB IS SUPERIOR TO DOPPLER BECAUSE 
DESIGN OF SYSTEM IS SIMPLER; COST OF TRSB IS LOWER THAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 252180 

DOPPLER ASSUMING SAME BASIS USED FOR COMPARING COST OF 
BOTH SYSTEMS; AND TRSB PROVIDES BETTER PERFORMANCE 
UNDER ADVERSE OPERATING CONDITIONS. 

(C) FIELD TESTS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED AT FAA FACILITIES 
AT NAFEC, AT NASA FACILITY IN CALIFORNIA AND RECENTLY 
AT CAPE MAY, NEW JERSEY. 
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(D) PRESENT FAA PLANS CALL FOR OPERATIONS DEMONSTRATION 
OF TRSB AT BRUSSELS AFTER JANUARY 1, 1978. PLAN IS 
CONTINGENT ON MAKING ARRANGEMENT WITH BELGIAN AUTHORITIES. 

(E) THE TERM "TEST" IS A MISNOMER. TESTING HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED. FAA IS, HOWEVER. PREPARING FOR AN OPERATIONAL 
DEMONSTRATION OF TRSB IN BUENOS AIRES DURING FIRST WEEK 

IN NOVEMBER AND HAS ANNOUNCED PLANS FOR OTHER DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS BETWEEN NOW AND APRIL. 1978, AT OTHER LOCATIONS 
IN EUROPE, CANADA AND THE U.S. 

(F) FAA HAS OFFERED TO PROVIDE LINCOLN LAB SIMULATION 
TAPES TO APPROPRIATE U.K. GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES AS 

WELL AS OTHER AUTHORITIES HAVING BACKGROUND AND FACILITIES 
TO UNDERSTAND AND USE THEM. VANCE 
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